


In today’s Gospel, Luke 16:19-31, Jesus speaks of a 
beggar, Lazarus, and a rich man. They died, and the rich 
man was buried. The implication is that Lazarus did not 
receive a proper burial. He was unknown, unmourned, 
unclaimed, and unburied, even though care for the dead 
(a proper burial) was known to be a spiritual and moral 
obligation (Ecclesiastes 6:3). 

"[I]t is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that 
the judgment..." (Hebrews 9:27). Then we go either to 
everlasting life or to eternal punishment. Jesus confirms 
in the parable that heaven and hell are both real, and not 
just fabled, places. Bliss or misery after death are 
determined by one’s decisions before death (Matthew 
25:31-46). Both Lazarus and the rich man arrived at the 
place of judgment. Lazarus was carried away by the 
angels to the bosom of Abraham (Luke 16:22), which is 
the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 8:11), paradise (Luke 
16:23). The rich man found himself in flames. 

The rich man was able to call out to “father Abraham.” All 
Jews trace their descent to the patriarch Abraham. Jesus 
preferred a spiritual notion of Abraham’s fatherhood, as 
described of the repentant Zacchaeus: "Today salvation 
has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham" (Luke 19:9). The rich man had chosen not to 
live as a son of Abraham. But he asked father Abraham 
to send Lazarus to serve him and help his father’s house.

Abraham urged the rich man, and indirectly urges all of 
us, to listen to “Moses and the Prophets.” They in turn 
point us to Jesus: “And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27).

The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus demonstrates 
the ultimate fate of the uncaring, unrepentant rich—to be 
tormented with the memory of their former wealth and 
honor, and to be permanently excluded from afterlife 
reward for their failure to obey the Law and the Prophets. 
They chose to disobey the commandments to love.





Life Chain, Sunday, Oct. 5, 3:00 
p.m., Albert St. and College Ave.

On Stewardship,  from the  
Archdiocese bulletin (edited):

“My child, remember that you 
received what was good during 
your lifetime while Lazarus 
likewise received what was bad; 
but now he is comforted here, 
whereas you are tormented.  
Moreover, between us and you a 
great chasm is established…”     
(Luke 16:25-26.)

When God created the world, it 
was very good and He gave it to 
all mankind for us to enjoy.  
However, we have created chasms 
between those who have great 
gifts and those who do not. In 
today’s Gospel, we see that with 
our own generosity, we must 
strive to bridge that gap, or we 
may find ourselves on the wrong 
side of the chasm in the next life. 

Nearby Church Events

With Archbishop Don Bolen: 
National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation/Orange Shirt 
Day “Resiliency of IRS 

Survivors”, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Senior 

Living Centre, 2404 
Elphinstone St. (east of the Neil 

Balkwill Civic Centre)

Pornography Holding You 
Captive? A weekly program 

will begin, time and place TBD; 
call Deacon Kevin, 306-537-7192.

New and Current William 
Booth Volunteers Refresher
Wednesday, Oct. 8, at William 
Booth Board Room, 11:00 a.m.

Development and Peace is 
hosting a workshop on 
Saturday, October 4 at 

Resurrection Parish, and 
Sunday, Oct. 5 at Campion 

Bible Study at St. Peter ParishBible Study at St. Peter Parish
Seeking?
Curious?
Questioning?
Come hear the Lord.

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m., online. 
Call 306-545-4411 for more info.

this weekend

Wascana Art Show
RFA Welcomes

2900 Wascana Dr., Sept. 26-28

See Religious Art +
Free entry. Coffee and Snacks.

For more info: Anne Marie, 306-525-5507

Advertising Spaces,
2.4” x 1.38”:
$250/year

 or $125/six months.
Email stpete@sasktel.net.

Guaranteed: honest, reputable, quality 
workmanship at reasonable prices.

General maintenance    Electrical    Brakes 
Suspension   Wheels/Tires   &  More 

306-545-7911        www.prairiepittsstop.ca

Looking for volunteer forms? They are in the Forms and Events binder. Ways to get your forms to the office are on the inside cover.


